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Box No. 1 Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
v filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

H This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language english, 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

S international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andybr 55.3) 

2 With reaard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
^^^Sn^tothe receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 
1-9 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-15 



received on 26.10.2005 with letter of 26.10.2005 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-3/3 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsAigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

d n This reDort has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not ?maS f 3Ii ftey have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsrfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded." 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



i. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



3-6,8,9,13 
1,2,7,10-12,14,15 

3-6,9 

1,2,7,8,10-15 
1-15 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 



see separate sheet 
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re Item V 

1.1 Document US-A-4590731 discloses a tile mounting system comprising at least one 
substantially flat grid element comprising a number of mutually intersecting walls (13) 
which bound tile compartments lying there between, wherein the walls are adapted to 
receive a tile fitting in a tile compartment there between. 

1 .2 Said prior grid elements are as in the present invention manufactured by moulding, 
implicitly injection-moulding, of plastic, hence also resulting in an at least substantially 
form-retaining grid element. The document thus deprives claim 1 of novelty, Article 
33(2) PCT, the objection applying mutatis mutandis to method claim 14. The 
document further discloses the features introduced by claims 11,12 and 1 5. 

2. Document FR-A-2063391 also discloses a tile mounting system having all the 
features recited in claim 1 and further reads on claims 2, 7, 10, 14 and 15. 

3. Dependent claims 8 and 1 3 do not appear to support an inventive step, Article 33(3) 
PCT as the features thereby introduced are known for the same purpose from US-A- 
4590731 (for claim 8) or from US-A-5323675 (for claim 13). Conversely, the features 
introduced by any of claims 3-6, 9 are not fairly derivable from the state of the art 
rendered available. 
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Amended claims 

1 . Tile mounting system, comprising at least one substantially flat grid element 
comprising a number of mutually intersecting walls which bound tile compartments 

5 lying therebetween, wherein the walls are adapted to receive a tile fitting in a tile 
compartment therebetween, characterized in that the grid element is at least 
substantially form-retaining. 

2. Mounting system as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the grid element, 
10 for the purpose of receiving and mounting a tile thereon, extends partially along the 

walls within the compartments. 

3. Mounting system as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that the grid element 
is provided along the walls within the compartments with a glue bead for receiving a 

15 tile thereon. 

4. Mounting system as claimed in claim 3, characterized in that the glue bead 
also at least partially forms a moisture seal to the walls of the grid element which 
bound the compartment. 

20 

5. Mounting system as claimed in one or more of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the walls are provided on their side directed toward a tile 

partment with a moisture seal for receiving a tile thereagainsL 



25 



com] 



6. Mounting system as claimed in claim 5, characterized in that the moisture seal 
comprises a flexible strip extending in the tile compartment. 



7. Mounting system as claimed in one or more of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the grid element extends partially within the compartments and is 
30 provided with fastening provisions for fixing the grid element to a surface for tiling. 
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8. Mounting system as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the fastening 
provisions comprise continuous bores for receiving an anchoring element therein. 

9. Mounting system as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the festening 

5 provisions comprise gutters which are arranged in the walls and which open on a rear 
side of the grid element and are adapted to receive an adhesive therein. 



10 



15 



20 
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10. Mounting system as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the fastening 
provisions comprise a self-adhesive layer arranged on a rear side of the grid element. 

1 1 . Mounting system as claimed in one or more of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that foe grid element is provided on a periphery with coupling 
members which are able to co-act with coupling members of a further grid element to 
form a substantially form-retaining mutual connection. 

12. Mounting system as claimed in claim 1 1, characterized in that foe coupling 
members comprise a snap member on a first grid element and a complementary snap 
cavity on foe further grid element which extend from outer ends of walls of the two 
grid elements directed toward each other. 

13. Mounting system as claimed in claim 11, characterized in that foe coupling 
members comprise a groove on a first grid element and a complementary rib on foe 
further grid element which extend from walls of foe two grid elements directed toward 



each other. 

14. Method for tiling a surface, characterized in that a mounting system as 
claimed in one or more of foe foregoing claims is fixed to foe surface and that tiles are 
then placed in compartments provided for this purpose in a grid element of foe 
mounting system. 



30 
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15. Method as claimed in claim 14, characterized in that the tiles in the 
compartments are fastened to the grid element 
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